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QUALIFICATION INDEX (used to determine AIME invitations):
Index = AMC score + 10 x (number of AIME questions answered correctly, if already taken)

For most students taking the AMC for the first time, this simplifies to:
Index = AMC 10/12 score alone

Typical AIME qualification: top ~5% of AMC 10, or top ~10% of AMC 12
(Exact cutoffs are published after each contest — they change yearly, so
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never rely on a remembered number from a previous year.)

EXAMPLE:
A student scores 118 on the AMC 12.
The published AIME cutoff that year was 94.5.
118 > 94.5 - this student qualifies for the AIME.

Note: cutoffs are usually not round numbers, since they are set to

produce a target number of AIME qualifiers nationally — a score just
above or below the cutoff is normal and expected, not an error.
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